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|. Introduction

This supplementary material is mainly designed to enhance the students
understanding about the importance of phonetic components in Chinese characters and
can be used as a reference. By constantly noticing those characters in the textbook which
are phonetic components themselves, the students will develop a sense of association
when they see the same components appear with different radicals in various situations.
Also, by seeing in the list new characters which share the same phonetic components and
appear in later lessons, the students will pay more attention to those characters. A good
portion of the characters still show a strong tie to the pronunciation with the phonetic
elements themselves. By building up the knowledge of phonetic elements, the individual
readers of Chinese will gradually develop a greater ability to guess the pronunciation of
new characters. In turn, the learners will be able to decode the sound of unfamiliar words
and then check the dictionary more effectively. In combination with the knowledge about
‘bushou’ (radicals) in Chinese, the phonetic components will help the students learn
hundreds of other Chinese characters efficiently.

I1. Objectives:

1. Raise the learners awareness of the importance of the phonetic component in Chinese
characters

2. Build up a learning strategy for reading and writing characters -- guessing the
pronunciation of an unfamiliar word, making an association between the previously
learned characters, which are the phonetic components, with an unfamiliar character, and
looking up new words in the dictionary.

3. Hopefully it will help the First Year Chinese students see one of the linguistic features
of characters so they won't be overwhelmed by the number of new characters they will
have to learn.

[11. Background Information

More than 90% of modern day Chinese characters are comprised of phonetic compounds.
Such characters are made up of a phonetic part indicating the sound of the character, and
a part providing some information on the meaning of the character (these are called
radicals or ‘bushou’). Therefore, it is essentia for the students of Chinese language to
learn about the most commonly used radicals (‘ bushou’) as well as the phonetic elements
which are characters themselves. The students should also be aware that some of the



characters, when combined with a semantic component (‘ bushou’) in a character, change
their pronunciation from the original phonetic elements.

Phonetic Components

-+ wang2: asurname (Lessonl.1)
’}: shengl: give birth to (1.1)

% ming2: name (1.2)

b zhongl: center (1.2)

?J gingl: green

I peng2: friend (1.1)

L5 ma3: horse

A ren2: person (1.2)

H nad: that (2.1)

- zi3 : son(2.1)

4 you3: have (2.1)

Il zhang3: 1) elder
2) to grow

14 zhaol: convene

) bal:stick to

5 di4: younger brother (2.1)
#F gel:olderf brother (2.2)
JL gi3: how many (2.2)

JE xingl: star (3.1)

# xi3: like(3.1)

H qgi2: his (her, their, its)

J< fan3: in reverse
i wan3: evening; late
5 yang2: sheep

X tai4: extremely (3.1)
il ke3: but (3.1)

"] men2: door

I band: half (3.1)

K qiu2: beg; request
= changl: prosperous
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1 bai2: white (3.1)

[7] tong2: same (3.1)

{z% houd: to wait (4.1)

E zuo2: yesterday (4.1)
Bk tiaod: to jump (4.1)**

A jiu3: along time (4.2)
t‘ﬁ cuod: wrong (4.2)

1 xiang4: appearance

/5 yi4: meaning (4.2)
H zhi3: only (4.2)

P kuai4: fast; quickly(5.1)
3% lai2: to come (5.1)

/1 jied: between (5.1)

% zhaol: to convene

I xiad: below; under (5.1)
2% piaod: ticket (11.1)

Ak zuo4: to sit (5.1)

I” gongl:craft (5.1)

+ he2: how; why; when
¥ pi2: beer (5.1)

JF feil: wrong

% yao4: to want (5.1)

Bt wan2: to play (5.2)

‘B guanl: official

¥ cai2: not until (5.2)

% hui4: to meet (6.1)

J}ji2: reach; come up to

# kao3: to give/take atest (6.1)
2 shi4: type; style

& kongl: free time(6.1)

7 fangl: square (6.1)

75 (3#) band: to manage (6.1)
E gen3: blunt

bl a1 : aprefix for nickname
H dan4: dawn
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1 zhi1: to know (6.2)
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